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Please: Is it your son’s tunic or not?" 3 He recognized it and he said, "My son's
tunic! A savage beast devoured him! Joseph has surely been torn to bits!”
/ % Then Jacob rent his garments and placed sackcloth on his loins; he mourned
) for his son many days. 3 All his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort

‘\him, but he refused to comfort himself, and said: “For | will go down to the grave ﬂ'
mourning for my son.” And his father bewailed him, 3 Now the Medanites had”

sold him to Egypt, to Potiphar, a courtier of Pharaoh, the Chamberlain of the
Butchers.

A1 It was at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and turned away

towards an Adullamite man whose name was Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the

daughter of a prominent merchant whose name was Shua; he married her and

consorted with her, 3 She conceived and bore a son and he called his name Er,

4 She conceived again and bore a son and she called his name Onan. 5 And yet

again and she bore a son; and called his name Shelah; and it was in Chezib
when she bore him,

- \
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= _. The Midrash expresses
this truth when it strikingly portrays the scene which
unfolds in this sidrah: “The tribes were involved with the
sale of Yosef, Ya'akov was deep in mourning, and
Y’hudah was absorbed in looking for a wife, while God
was kindling the spark of the messianic king” (Rabba, 85).
The greatest purposes of history are born in the secret of
silence, unknown to anyone. For “blessing reigns only
upon that which is hidden from sight” (Taanith 8b).
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decline (as emphasized in the Targum Yonathan), marks
/the lowest point in the destiny of the family of Avraham.
| The future seems tragically jeopardized and the horizon |
\appears bleak. However, the history of our people teaches |
us with numerous examples that providential help comes
~~-;Z'just as the moment of deepest despair. For “God creates
" the cure before the illness” (Megillah 13b). And the
prophet Isaiah exclaims in his vivid style: “Before she had
travailed, she (the daughter of Zion) brought children into
the world” (66:7). Before beginning the first exile, Provi-
dence was preparing the light of the ultimate redeemer.
And so, just as the sale of Yosef to Egypt led to the
Egyptian exile, the Torah mentions Y’hudah’s marriage,
the marriage from which will come Peretz, forefather of
the kingly line of the house of David, ancestor of the
messianic dynasty (Ruth 4:18). Once again providential
action is seen manifesting itself among and above the

= comings and goings of men’s lives
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THE SEEDS OF REDEMPTION

After informing us that the Midianites sold Yosef to an Egyptian noble
named Potifar (ibid., 36), the Tora .
launches into a long and detailed account of Yehudal:’s experiences in

V" name Perez.  Afterwards his brother on whose hand was

A

Judah said, “Take her out and let her bem\

% As she was taken out, she sent word to her father-in-law, saying, “By the
man to whom these belong I am with child,” And she said, “Identify, if you
please, whose are this signet, this wrap, and this staff,"” '

fs Judah recognized; and he said, “She is right; it is from me, * inasmuch as
1 did not give her to Shelah my son," and he was not intimate with her anymore,

. 21 And it came to pass at the time she gave birth that behold! There were twins
in her'womb. 2 And it happened that as she gave birth, one piit out a hand; the
midwife took a crimson thread and tied it on his hand saying, “This one eme’rged
first!"? And it was, as he drew baclk his hand, that behold! his brother emerged.
And she said, “With what strength you asserted yourself!” And he called his

the crimson thread

came out; and he called his name Zerah,

7/
,‘_}_And Joseph had been brought down to Egypt.* Potiphar, a courtier of

Pharaoh, the Chamberlain of the Butchers, a prominent Egyptian, pur-
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the land of Canaan. This narrative painstakingly outlines the births of
~vPeretz and Zerach, Yehudah’s two sons, whith seem to have no bearing
at all on Yosef's story. i
Had the Torah been written in the ‘genre of the contemporary
novel, one could have ascribed this sudden shift in mood to literary
style — an attempt to achieve a desired melodramatic effect. This can-
not be the case, however, since this is the only instance in Scripture
where a narrative is interrupted so abruptly. What, then, is the meaning
of this digression?
xr The Sages explain that God, in His infinite mercy and kindness, di-
rects the course of history in such a manner as to ensure that “the cure
always precedes the illness” (Megillah 13b). Thus, before exacting pun-

ishment of the Jewish people, God sets into motion a series of spiritual
\ﬂ/de_fgngg mechanisms on their behalf. If the Jewish people become aware

of their spiritual shortcomings and respond by repenting for their sins
(before their punishment is complete, then whatever form of retribution

God has unleashed against them will be stopped in its tracks and will \[
vanish into thin air. Empires that threaten to engulf the Jewish people |
will inexplicably cruinble; mighty nations and their nuclear missiles
will be reduced to rubble. However, if the Jewish people do not respond
in time, and consequently fall into the hands of their enemies, God im-

plants a secondary fail-safe defense mechanism within the course of

,Vistory in_order to enable the Jews to eventually extricate themselves

from their affliction.

Yosef's arrival in Egypt symbolizes the beginning of the Jewish peo-
ple’s exile, while Yehudah represents the spiritual essence of the Jewish
people’s redemption — King David was his descendant, as will be

€ Mashiach. Yehudah is the embodiment of the fail-safe mechanism thats.
God implanted within history for the sake of the Jewish people.




('7

When the Torah interrupts the story of Yosef to outline Yehudah's
progeny, it teaches that in the earliest stage of the Jewish people’s exile, God
had already set into motion the forces that would bring about the Jewish
people’s redemption. This is the system God employs in every instance of
suffering the Jews must endure: the cure always precedes the illness.
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@ (Part 1): Hidden Seeds of the Messiah Jeremiah 29:11 states: N D
022 1132 777 20) O MY ' DN D2y 39N 10 YN TIgIyan g Ny
MMM, For | know the thoughts that | am thinking for you, the word
of HASHEM, thoughts of peace and not evil, to give you a future and a
hope. The Midrash explains: Only God Himself knows His intentions, .

| oply He knows what His acfions portend. Not so we frail men, who
| cganot hope to divine the celestial purpose or grasp the thread of His |
| {nscrutable thought. Jacob’s mind was focused on the loss of Joseph.
His sons were preoccupied with their own sorfows and tnibulations. )
., None recognized that each event that had transpired was a seed [Q_lant-
—*’#ed by God, from whence would grow the hope and future of Israel
the Davidic dynasty and the Messiah (Yefeh To'ar; Stas Emes, Parashas
Vayeishev ¥'nn mv).

“e Such concealment is a hallmark of the means by which God prepares
the way for the arrival of the Messiah, The Gemara states (Sanhedrin
97a): 13 0PV Y0 9N YT NDYA YN YY), three things come when one's
attention is diverted. These are they: the Messiah, etc. When the na-
tion of Israel is beset by difficulties, when every man’s hand is furned
against us, when it seems we must founder and we see fio hope, Tt is
precisely then that the seeds of the Messiah are sown and begin to

. sprout. Notwithstanding our frequent sufferings, tlaere has never been

~—! atimeatwhich God abandoned His people, nor willthere ever be such

' a time. Rather, God « lessly orchestrates the events of the world,
._,ﬁ{ great and small, to the benefit of Tsrael. We do not comprehend His
plan, and thus imagine that we are without aid and succor. But in fact
Gad works a great concealment, constructing a facade that portrays a
woﬁa‘tmgm—ismmgw—wmm——w—wmmm-
pared all the while for the arrival of the Messiah, champion of Israel
(Sfas Emes ibid.; R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, Daas Tevunos §146).

.« 146 O RAV ASHER WEISS ON THE PARASHAH
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“Before she feels her birthpangs, she will have given birth.”#?¢ The
ultimate redeemer was born before the birth of the first oppressor.
For this reason, the pasuk, “At that time Yehudah descended,” fol-
lows the pasuk, “The Midianites sold him to Egypt.”4?

"~ At the time that events were being set into place, which would
ultimately lead to our servitude in Egypt, Hashem was simultane-
ously setting in place Yehudah’s progeny, from which Mashiach

would be born, to redeem us from our final exile.
‘N‘Lhere were many players in this saga. Each person went about

kis own business, perhaps with little thought of the true magnitude
of his role. Everyone minded his own business, yet Hashem was
Qrehestrating all their activities from above, weaving the threads
together into the tapestry that He had planned. Unbeknownst to
them, they were being guided in the path they needed to travel, to
reach the light of Mashiach.

The same holds true for their descendants, the Jewish people

p throughout the generations. Each person has the free choice to lead
f’,his life as he sees fit. He can choose to lead a life of virtue, or the {

{_opposite, chas v’shalom. Hashem rewards the righteous for their

mitzvos, and punishes the wicked for their sins. Yet despite what

we might plan to accomplish through our actions, Hashem has His

—t

4
enemies, and Hashem’s holy Name was sanctified in the world.
SA‘Shaul was punished for failing to kill Agag, regardless of the £act?
[ that Agag’s survival, and the ultimate birth and death of Haman,

“was a cause of great rejoicing for the Jews. '
‘;K The same is true in the life of each and every Jew. We must faith-
fully obey the commandments we were given, although we have
little control over our destiny. The development of our personal
lives, the progress of the Jewish people, and the unfolding events. of
history are all in the hands of the Almighty, Who guides everything
‘toward the light of Mashiach, in a manner that is far beyondlour
comprehension. As the pasuk states: X5) Dniawinmy iy X5 13
"M Do 10 D17 7133 13 Y09 Dy 133 73 /71 XY 977 BT
n;ufi:@r;ng{: — “For My thoughts are not as your thoughts, and your
whys are not as Mine, says Hashem. As the Heavens are high above
the earth, so too are My ways above your ways, and My thoughts
above your thoughts.”*8

We pray that our deeds will find favor before Hashem, and that
we m_ay merit to participate in spreading the light of Mashiach, may
he come soon and in our days.
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own plans for us. He stands Above, guiding our every movement,

¥ in perfect choreography, in order to fulfill His own plan: “thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to give us future and hope.” We do not
always envision the destination toward which our actions bring us,
but Hashem advances us toward this destination nonetheless.

A perfect example of this can be found in the story of Shaul
HaMelech. He was commanded to eradicate each and every mem-
ber of the nation of Amalek. In his misplaced mercy, he spared
the life of the Amalekite king, Agag, who then proceeded to father
a line of descendants from which Haman would be born. Shaul’s
own descendants, Mordechai and Esther, defeated Haman, and
Haman'’s nefarious plot to destroy the Jews was turned against him.
Instead of the destruction Haman had planned, the Jews enjoyed
days of “light, joy, happiness, and glory.” They defeated their
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@ (Part 2): Out of the Deepest Darkness: The Light of the Messiah The
moment could not have been more hopeless for judah. He had con-
vinced his brothers to sell Joseph into slavery. He had lied to his father,
who was now suﬁering the horrors of intense mourning. He had disap-
pointed the brothers and he had failed as a leader. So he went away
from them. He went “down” from them.
But his was a descent that was for the sake of an ascent, and that
ade all the difference,
s While his brothers covered up the sale, and while Joseph and Jacob
,and even Reuben fasted and wore sackcloth, Judah followed a different
{ path: He married. R’ Simchah Bunim of Peshis'cha notes that an observ-
r of their actions would not consider Judah's actions to be the most
exalted of the group. Yet, it is God Who knows the innermost thoughts’
#%ﬁa person, and He preferred judah’s conduct over theirs. As a result,
-4 God crafted the light of the Messiah and decreed that it should shine
out from among Judah’s descendants (Kol Sinichah).
What had Judah done to merit this? The Kotzker Rebbe explains that
R’ Simchah Bunim meant as follows: Judah thought he had perma-
fniently Tost all the spiritual attainments of his life. When Judah realized
the catastrophic consequences of the advice he had given regarding

the sale of Joseph, he was plunged into a profound bitterness, to the
point that there was almost nothing left of his self. It would have been
natural then to give up entirely. Yet, he decided to do something else
instead. He decided to make a fresh start. He decided to begin his ser-
GE’(ice of God anew, commencing with the very first mitzvah: Be fruitful
apd multiply. This impulse was so precious before the One Who knows

allthoughts, that He chose Judah as the source from which to craft the
(ight of the Messiah (Ohel Torah; Shem M:SEV muel, 5672).

BEREISHIS  MIDRASH RABBAH  VAYEISHEV
=g
o &9 g — but wﬂlnm‘
Underscoring the rebuke given to Joseph, the Midrash goeS on,
wgivemanyothermus&aﬁmsafGod’szdunexpected
intexvenﬁonatvmiousstag%ofJewishh:sfng‘;;m e
2 pnb oy tupT Y TIP) BYTRND nama g m — Wy,
Eouizmmexpemdmuheemmymahammdsﬂah
would bear a child?  ysY YT 3 129V Spmb mamn M
1m—WhowouldhaveexpecfedthatJacob,whomssed
the Jordan with nothing more than his staff,*? would “burst
—  forth” and become wealthy?*1 vy yiayy qovh namp my M
q%gmﬁmnhmba—%owouldh:aveexpectedthat
J::seph, who underwent all those tragedies, would become
aruler in Egypt? 1o mymy niacf? gy gy iam i 0
nma?—WhowouldhaveexpectedthatMoses,afwrbang
teased into the Nile River, would come to be what he actually
S.J) became? eyt reipny e T i Ty pma m — Who
¥ would have expected that Ruth, who was & convert, should go
onhbemmefheancesh’essofthemonarchyinlsmelthmgh
her descendant David?  niiy b3 1o 1 i THRY 7 AR
—-Whowauldhaveexpectedthatthehumble shepherd David
wouldreignaskinguntiltheendofallgeneraﬁons’.’m n
DTN I Ky pIEmD nam — Who would have expected

~

B .
that Jehoiachin, penultimate king of Judah, would ever be re-
leased from prison?! i ucyrp M g manb g
v — Who would have expected that Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah would emerge unscathed from the fire into which they
were thrown?™ g3 vtz oy i e S name m
X1 — Who would have expected that the Holy One, blessed
is He, would rescue Israel from destruction during the days of
Haman? nbinb) ow wiwg nitb sama m — Who would have
expected those in exile, i.e., the Jewish nation, to achieve fame

xandaechiminﬂieMessianicm'a?m‘ nbnisz g nowb tamm

U xan 3 WiIET nppy — Who would have expected that the
“fallen Booth of David,” i.e., the disrupted royal house of David,
would be raised up once again in Messianic times, w3
Ty N30 NN DN Ky B3 — as it is stated, On that day I
will raise up the fallen Booth of David (Amos 9:11)?  ftann'n
nrs rpoxd b b2 mme — Who would have expected that
the entire world would band together in Messianic times as
one in the service of God, 7T gty Dy iy e 18 2 TP
w1 o 12y M oy oy Naph — asitis stated, For then I will
change the nations [to speak] a pure language, so that they
allwill proclaim the Name of HASHEM, fo worship Him with a
united resolve (Zephaniah 3:9).%
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<& Chanukah as an Inauguration

= Rabbeinu Bachya writes® that the word Chanukah means

inauguration. Chanukah serves as an inauguration of the Third

~Beis HaMikdash, may it be built speedily in our days. Chanukah
plants the seeds of the miracles of I’asid lavo. The Gemara states
that the history and miracle of Chanukah is not to be written
as part of Tanach, since Megillas Esther describes the last of the

;miracles. The Sfas Emes explains that this is because Chanukah
'is the beginning of the Acharis HaYamim, the End of Days. It(

\ is the start of the Final Redemption, and therefore belongs to
" completely different era than the events that preceded it.

3/‘

Even though the Chashmonaim did commit an infraction by
taking and keeping the meluchah for themselves, they did gift
us the Yom Tov of Chanukah, which will ultimately usher in

Malchus Beis David, bimheirah veyameinu.
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